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These data are taken from the 1997 U.S. Commodity Flow Survey (CFS).  They are available at http://www.census.gov/econ/www/cdstate.html.  Unfortunately, the Census Bureau has not published the data in a way that is easy to use.  This data set collects all the information from 50 state tables (Table 12) into one file.  In addition, the data set includes a series of gravity variables: distance, instate and adjacency dummies, and 1997 state GDP’s. 
CFS data have sometimes been interpreted as trade flows between states.  There is a significant double-counting problem in this interpretation.  Most trade models do not distinguish between the gross value of a region’s shipments and the region’s value added embodied in the shipment.  The Commodity Flow Survey data report the gross value of shipments.  Given the high degree of integration among U.S. states, this means that region A’s value added may be shipped later from region B to region C.  This is not a failing of the CFS, it is a failing of our trade models.  Fragmenting production will lead international trade data to have the same problems in the future.  The double counting issue is most obvious in the case of wholesale shipments, which are included in the CFS data.  Shipment characteristics of wholesale shipments are different than those of manufacturing shipments (see Hillberry and Hummels NBER #9020 and #9022).
Variable Descriptions
Origin:  U.S. postal code of the state of origin of shipments (AK = Alaska)

Destination:  U.S. postal code of the state of shipments’ destination.

SCTG code:  Commodity classification code for Standard Classification of Transported Goods, a classification system loosely based on U.S. SIC, and used by the Department of Transportation.

Description:  Commodity name.

Value:  value of shipments for origin-destination-commodity triplet, in millions of 1997 U.S. dollars.

Tons:  weight of shipments in 1000’s of tons.
Ton-miles: sum over shipments of weight (in pounds) multiplied by miles shipped.  For most applications, this measure should not be used for Alaska, as shipment distances within Canada were not included in this calculation.
Distance:  Great circle distance between capital cities. Internal distances are measured as in Anderson and van Wincoop (NBER #8079), ¼ the distance to the nearest state. 

Instate:  Dummy variable takes value of 1 for shipments within a state, 0 for shipments across borders.
Adjacent:  Dummy variable takes the value of 1 for neighboring states (instate shipments also coded as 1), and zero for states that do not include a border.  Coding instate shipments as adjacent allows the instate dummy to isolate the excess local intensity of instate shipments, relative to the local intensity tied to neighboring states.

Origin GDP:  1997 Gross State Product in millions of 1997 U.S. dollars.   Taken from http://www.bea.doc.gov/bea/regional/gsp/.

Destination GDP:  1997 Gross State Product in millions of 1997 U.S. dollars.   Taken from http://www.bea.doc.gov/bea/regional/gsp/.

Abbreviations and Symbols:

-   represents zero or less than one unit of measure.

D denotes figures withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies

S  data do not meet U.S. Census Bureau publication standards due to high sampling variability or other reasons.   
